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Greetings
KeySook Geum

It is great honor to open the International Fashion Art Exhibition at the Dazu Rock Carving Art Museum in Chonging where
is famous for its long history and rich culture. As Dazu Rock Carvings had touched a lot of people in artistic emotion over
centuries, I hope this International Fashion Art Exhibition is appealed a novelty and deep appreciation to many people who
visit in, as well.

The Fashion Art is maximized the artistic characteristics of fashion design. The Fashion Art, as an art work interpreted through
a clothing image, is expressed in a way of two or three-dimensional, and even through the fourth dimension, as shown in the
representation of fashion film and fashion performances. As the Fashion Art is focused on the aesthetic characteristics of the
fashion design, many fashion artists would promote and contribute to the growth of fashion industry.

On the other hand, the Fashion Art reminiscent of human image expands the area of art through the various way of
presentation and draw many attentions from the people. And the Fashion Art surpasses beautiful fashion design and is
introduced as a new genre of the art. It is meaningful as its opening a new horizon of the art area.

The artists who are participated in this exhibition would like to talk about our hope and dream through our Fashion Art works.
Our Dream is building the friendship among international artists through Fashion Art movements then is contributing to the
World Peace.

We, the artists in this exhibition are to keep dreaming the same dream and invite you to be our companion.

I would like to express my gratitude to the Organizations such as Dazu Rock Carving Art Museum and Chongging Dazu Rock
Carving International Tourism Group Co. Ltd. who have planned this Exhibition and invited us to participate in. And many
thanks to the Dazu Rock Carving Research Institute, Chongqging fashion designers Association, Fashion Art Research Center
School of Design, CAFA and Chongqing Dazu District People’s Government for their supports to make this exhibition possible.

Finally, I express my thanks to dear artists who came here from far to near to participate in this exhibition with their precious
Art Works.
Good luck you all.

KeySook Geum, Ph.D.
President, International Fashion Art Network
2019.3
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Clothing As An Art Form
Qun Mu

Since Nuwa created mankind, Adam and Eve were expelled from the garden of Eden, people have had a variety of
understandings of clothes, sometimes even misunderstandings. The ancient people lived in the wilds and dwelled in
caves, ate birds and animals raw, travelled without shelter, pick leaves to cover the body,“wore fur and leather”( The
History of Post-Han Dynasty ¢ Regulation of Carriage and Costume). Only practicality can make people survive. After
the invention of bone needle and bone cone, sewing cloth and creating silhouette began. Fuxi raised the silkworms
and planted mulberry trees, Leizu used silk to weave cloth, then the clothing gradually took shape. There were witches
offering sacrifices, men and women pursuing each other, people expressing their emotions and pursuing spiritual
feelings, all these non-functional attributes allowed art to be formed. Under the imperial rule of China for 3000 years,
the etiquette system and the hierarchy were strict, and the clothing system was also among them. “Why did the Saint
create clothing? It is to cover the body with cloth, express morality, persuade people to be good and distinguish
honorable and humble person. Why is it named clothing? It is to occluse the privacy parts.” Said in White Tiger General
Meaning, the highest ideology meeting text of Han Dynasty. It means all kinds of clothes that bind people to rules.
Therefore, human clothing not only has the functions of resisting cold and shame, but also has the performance of social
identity. The aesthetic and artistic form of clothing is distilled from th;e long history of clothing. Thousands years history
of human’s civilization, clothin;g varies from race to race, and clothing is fascinated by the context. The clothes are both
functional and aesthetically, useful and useless. As Karl Marx ever said:” Human’s productive activities are not only on
the scale of matter, but also on the scale of aesthetics.”( Manuscript of Philosophy and Economics, 1844)

The practical functions and social representation of clothing are well known. It is a mainstream concept. But people
know quite little about the clothing's art concept and art form. Those fashion design masters who makes the myth, such
as the latest deceased Karl Lagerfeld, must also follow the habits of consumption and the fashion trends.

As an art concept and art form, like other arts, fashion Art is not only a feast for eyes, but also an epic. It appeals
to all people because Fashion Art closes to people’s life. Both the refined and the popular people can enjoy it. The
International Fashion Art Network brings together talented Fashion artists from all over the world. The Fashion Art works
beyonds the convention of clothing and pursuing spiritual sustenance, it cares about the creation of space and aethetic
interest no matter whether it could be worn or not. It attracts the artists from various countries to participate in. The
flourish developing Fashion Art promotes the fashion industry and benefits peoples. Thus, the public's appeal to the art
form of clothing is growing.

The Dazu Rock Carvings are broad and profound with its more than 800 years history. It is a Buddhist Classic of the
exquisite and vivid Buddhist statues, and also a precious treasury of Chinese costume of the brilliant and gorgeous
clothing forms. The International Fashion Art Invitation Exhibition on the Dazu Rock Carvings culture shows the charm
of Dazu, glorified the Buddhist garments, pray for the prosperity of Dazu. The combination of the world heritage and
international fashion will make more people know the Dazu Rock Carvings. The Dazu Rock Carvings will inspire the
artists to creat more excellent Fashion Art works. It will be a beautiful and perfect visual feast, a costume symphony. I
wish the exhibition a success. Written by Lao Mu at the beginning of the year.

Lao Mu / Art Critic
Professor, Department of History, Sichuan Fine Arts Institute
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